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April 17, 2025

Ydanis Rodriguez

Commissioner

NYC Department of Transportation
55 Water Street

New York, NY 10041

Re: Support for the Malcolm X Plaza Project
Dear Commissioner Rodriguez,

On behalf of the Community Board 10 Parks and Recreation Committee, I am writing to express our
strong support for the creation of the Malcolm X Plaza, a project that we believe is integral to both
the legacy and future of Harlem. This plaza, located on Malcolm X Boulevard between 110th and
111th Streets, represents a significant opportunity to honor the history of our community while
providing essential public space.

The importance of officially commemorating this plaza cannot be overstated. It will serve as a vital
community space and educational resource, addressing the historical lack of open, safe, green areas
in Harlem where residents can gather. As our population continues to grow, the demand for
accessible outdoor and public spaces becomes increasingly urgent.

The proposed plaza will not only provide a safe gathering place but will also enable our community
to host public events and activities for individuals of all ages. We are pleased to acknowledge the
role of The Malcolm Shabazz Development (MSD) organization in this initiative. With a proven
track record of managing community spaces, MSD has demonstrated a steadfast commitment to
preserving the cultural heritage of Harlem. Notably, their establishment of the Masjid Malcolm
Shabazz in 1956 by Malcolm X stands as a testament to their dedication to our community's history
and values.

Furthermore, the Malcolm X Plaza aligns with ongoing efforts to enhance public spaces throughout
Harlem. The proposed reconstruction of A. Philip Randolph Square at the intersection of St.
Nicholas Avenue and West 117th Street aims to revitalize this historic site and improve pedestrian
safety and accessibility. Similarly, the opening of the Davis Center at the Harlem Meer in Central
Park represents a significant investment in community-oriented recreational facilities, offering
year-round access to swimming, ice skating, and green spaces.

These projects collectively underscore the critical role of public spaces in fostering community
engagement, promoting health and wellness, and preserving cultural heritage. The Malcolm X Plaza
will complement these initiatives by providing a dedicated space that honors a pivotal figure in our
history while serving the present and future needs of Harlem residents.



We are eager to see the official recognition of the Malcolm X Plaza and to collaborate with the
Department of Transportation to enhance, maintain, and program this space as a vital outdoor
community resource.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. We look forward to your support and
partnership in bringing this vision to fruition.

Sincerely,

Dr. Maurice Franklin
Chair, Parks and Recreation Committee
Community Board 10, Manhattan

CC:

Hon. Eric Adams, Mayor of the City of New York

Hon. Kathy Hochul, New York State Governor

Hon. Chuck Schumer, Minority Leader, U.S. Senator for New York

Hon. Kirsten Gillibrand, U.S. Senator for New York

Hon. Adriano Espaillat, Congressional Representative, 13th District

Hon. Cordell Cleare, Senator, 30th District

Hon. Yusef Salaam, City Council Member, District 9

Hon. Jordan Wright, New York State Assembly Member, 70th Assembly District
Hon. Al Taylor, New York State Assembly Member, 71st Assembly District
Hon. Susan M. Donoghue, Commissioner, NYC Department of Parks and Recreation
Hon. Tricia Shimamura, Manhattan Borough Parks Commissioner
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