
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 18, 2025 
 
Commissioner Deborah Marton​
New York City Public Design Commission​
253 Broadway, 14th Floor​
New York, NY 10007 
 
Re: Letter of Support – A. Philip Randolph Square Reconstruction 
 
Dear Commissioner Marton, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well. As Chair of the Parks and Recreation Committee of Manhattan 
Community Board 10, I am writing to express our strong support for the proposed reconstruction of 
A. Philip Randolph Square, located at Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Boulevard and St. Nicholas Avenue 
between West 116th and 117th Streets. This project represents a vital investment in Harlem’s public 
realm and reflects a thoughtful approach to equitable design, community history, and accessible 
green space. 
 
A. Philip Randolph Square serves as a critical cultural and recreational gathering place for residents 
of Central Harlem. However, its current infrastructure does not reflect the high standards our 
community deserves. The proposed reconstruction—submitted under Contract No. CNYG-1723M / 
Project No. M021-124M—outlines essential upgrades that will increase the park’s functionality, 
enhance accessibility, and celebrate Harlem’s identity through improved design and public use. 
Community Board 10’s Parks and Recreation Committee has unanimously supported this initiative 
after thorough review. Key elements we enthusiastically endorse include: 
 

●​ ADA-Compliant Pathways and Seating, ensuring full accessibility for seniors, children, 
and individuals with disabilities 

●​ Utility Access (Water and Electricity) to support wellness programs, cultural events, and 
community-led activities 

●​ Sustainable Horticulture and Plantings, fostering beauty, ecological benefit, and 
community stewardship 

●​ Future Consideration of Restroom Facilities, an ongoing community priority that supports 
long-term usability and dignity in public spaces 

●​ Integration with the 116th Street Bus Priority and Streetscape Project, ensuring 
continuity in equitable transportation and walkability infrastructure 

 



We also recognize that this project aligns with the public space principles championed by the late 
Alexander Garvin, emphasizing the role of civic design in strengthening social ties. A. Philip 
Randolph Square has the potential to serve not only as a physical gathering place, but as a civic 
symbol of Harlem’s enduring contributions to culture, justice, and resilience. 
 
We appreciate the leadership of the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation, NV5, and the Public 
Design Commission in moving this essential project forward. The reconstruction of A. Philip 
Randolph Square is a significant opportunity to invest in the health, dignity, and vitality of our 
Harlem community. 
 
Thank you for your continued advocacy for inclusive and inspiring public spaces. 
 
Sincerely, 
​
Dr. Maurice O. Franklin​
Chair, Parks and Recreation Committee​
Manhattan Community Board 10 
 
 
CC: 
 
Hon. Eric Adams, Mayor of the City of New York 
Hon. Kathy Hochul, New York State Governor  
Hon. Chuck Schumer, Minority Leader, U.S. Senator for New York 
Hon. Kirsten Gillibrand, U.S. Senator for New York 
Hon. Adriano Espaillat, Congressional Representative, 13th District 
Hon. Cordell Cleare, Senator, 30th District 
Hon. Yusef Salaam, City Council Member, District 9  
Hon. Jordan Wright, New York State Assembly Member, 70th Assembly District 
Hon. Al Taylor, New York State Assembly Member, 71st Assembly District  
Hon. Susan M. Donoghue, Commissioner, NYC Department of Parks and Recreation​
Hon. Tricia Shimamura, Manhattan Borough Parks Commissioner​
Hon. Gregory Baggett, A. Philip Randolph Square 
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