
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 15, 2025 
 
Ilse Ibarra​
Assistant Engineer | NV5​
32 Old Slip, 4th Floor​
New York, NY 10005​
 
 
Subject: Community Comments on the A. Philip Randolph Square Reconstruction Project​
Contract No. CNYG-1723M | Project #: M021-124M​
Location: Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Blvd. and St. Nicholas Ave, between West 116th & 117th Street, 
Borough of Manhattan 
 
Dear Ms. Ibarra, 
 
On behalf of the Parks and Recreation Committee of Manhattan Community Board 10, I extend our 
thanks for the thoughtful presentation and community engagement surrounding the A. Philip 
Randolph Square Reconstruction Project. 
This project, under Contract No. CNYG-1723M / Project #: M021-124M, reflects a promising 
investment in Harlem’s public realm—enlarging green space, improving walkability, and enhancing 
infrastructure for community use. 
We submit the following comments for the record to support a holistic and community-centered 
implementation: 

1.​ Utility Access: The integration of water and electricity access is essential for supporting 
community events, public art installations, wellness activities, and small business 
engagement. 

2.​ ADA Compliance: We strongly support full ADA accessibility, including clear, navigable 
pathways, ramps, inclusive seating, and restrooms, to ensure all members of the community 
can use the space with dignity and ease. 

3.​ Horticulture Maintenance: Seasonal plantings and foliage must be maintained annually. A 
sustainable maintenance plan is crucial to preserve the park’s beauty, environmental function, 
and long-term community use. 

4.​ Restroom Facilities – Future Scope: While restrooms are not included in the current scope, 
we urge the City and design team to consider a Phase Two development plan that includes a 
permanent, ADA-compliant public restroom. This has been an ongoing concern across 
community conversations, particularly for seniors, families, and those attending public 
events. 

5.​ Vendor Access and Economic Opportunity: We encourage NYC Parks and DOT to work 
collaboratively to allow permitted community vendors and small businesses to operate 
within the space. Culturally anchored vending supports Harlem’s economic vitality and 
enhances the visitor experience. 

6.​ Alignment with 116th Street Bus Project: We commend the integration of this effort with 
the 116th Street Bus Priority and Streetscape Project, which shares the goals of equity, 

 



mobility, and placemaking. These coordinated efforts will enhance Central Harlem’s 
pedestrian network and reinforce the cultural and civic fabric of the neighborhood. 

7.​ Urban Design Vision – Alexander Garvin’s Legacy: This project also echoes the vision of 
the late Alexander Garvin’s public realm work on Broadway, which emphasized 
reclaiming public space as a connector of communities. Like Garvin’s projects, A. Philip 
Randolph Square can serve as a civic stage—inviting people to gather, move, reflect, and 
celebrate Harlem’s unique identity. 
 

We appreciate NV5’s leadership and the City’s investment in Harlem’s future. These improvements 
must be accompanied by policies and infrastructure that reflect the lived experiences of our 
residents, ensuring equitable access and long-term stewardship. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
​
Dr. Maurice O. Franklin​
Chair, Parks and Recreation Committee​
Manhattan Community Board 10 
 
 
 
Cc:   
 
Hon. Eric Adams, Mayor of the City of New York 
Hon. Kathy Hochul, New York State Governor  
Hon. Chuck Schumer, Minority Leader, U.S. Senator for New York 
Hon. Kirsten Gillibrand, U.S. Senator for New York 
Hon. Adriano Espaillat, Congressional Representative, 13th District 
Hon. Cordell Cleare, Senator, 30th District 
Hon. Yusef Salaam, City Council Member, District 9  
Hon. Jordan Wright, New York State Assembly Member, 70th Assembly District 
Hon. Al Taylor, New York State Assembly Member, 71st Assembly District  
Hon. Susan M. Donoghue, Commissioner, NYC Department of Parks and Recreation​
Hon. Tricia Shimamura, Manhattan Borough Parks Commissioner​
Hon. Gregory Baggett, A. Philip Randolph Square 
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